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Transforming
communities in

2025

3/

COMMUNITY GROUPS
ACROSS AOTEAROA

$1.8

MILLION IN FUNDING
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Previous years

2022

$333K

IN FUNDING
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COMMUNITY GROUPS
RECEIVED FUNDING

2024

$1.5M

IN FUNDING
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COMMUNITY GROUPS
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2023

$1.1M

IN FUNDING
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COMMUNITY GROUPS
RECEIVED FUNDING

2025

$1.8M

IN FUNDING
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COMMUNITY GROUPS
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Powering
change across
Aotearoa

Each year, the majority of the net proceeds from
Meridian's Certified Renewable Energy product are
distributed to community groups across Aotearoa.
The fund helps them take real steps toward a
lower- carbon future, without diverting from the
important work they already do. See why the
numbers are only part of the story.

Powering change



https://vimeo.com/1191028048/7f09d3d1d8?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci

Helping our
community

From electric delivery vans to solar-powered
swimming pools, see how this year's Community
Decarbonisation Fund recipients are putting their
funding to work in their communities.

Hohepa Hawke’s Bay

Good Neighbour Aotearoa



https://vimeo.com/1187940346/9b18db9fe6?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1187905740/27b969e391?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1187916635/edd240f543?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1187916635/edd240f543?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci

Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs)

The emission of greenhouse gases from fossil fuel
electricity generation is a major driver of global climate
change.

While Meridian already generates energy from 100% renewable sources, we know
that is only part of the picture. Climate change is a global challenge, and
meaningful progress will take collective action.

A range of internationally agreed initiatives have been developed to support that
action, and Renewable Energy Certificates (or RECs) are one of them. At Meridian,
our REC programme is called Certified Renewable Energy, also known as Certified.

How it works

The Certified electricity you buy from Meridian is matched to the power put into the
grid by our Certified hydroelectric power station and wind farms, which are
independently verified by BraveTrace as 100% renewable and releasing zero carbon
emissions.

That process earns you internationally recognised Renewable Energy Certificates,
which allow you to report your market-based Scope 2 emissions as zero (using the
market-based reporting methodology, in accordance with the GHG Protocol’s
Scope 2 Guidance).

What makes Certified stand out is that 100% of the net proceeds are reinvested into
Meridian’s Decarbonisation Fund. It's an initiative set up to help community groups
and businesses actively reduce their carbon emissions.

To date, we've certified 4,281 GWh of electricity!" for 231 Certified Renewable Energy
customers, which has in turn generated $4.73 million for the Community
Decarbonisation Fund.

Community groups and organisations can apply for funding from the Community
Decarbonisation Fund by providing key project information like a quote, a basic
plan and some details that allow us to assess the project’s emissions impact.

Eligible Certified energy customers can also apply for the Business Decarbonisation
Fund, which empowers them to use 50% of the charges they pay for Certified
Renewable Energy certificates to fund their own eligible electrification projects,
with the remaining net proceeds from the charges they pay going to the
Community Fund.

[1] VERIFIED BY BRAVETRACE
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https://ghgprotocol.org/scope-2-guidance

How Certified works

ooo

Generation from renewable and non-
renewable sources enters the grid
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Meridian generates electricity from 100%
renewable resources
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All electricity, however it’s
generated, is distributed through
the national grid to consumers.
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Certified customers’ consumption
is matched to Meridian’s 100%
renewable generation via REC’s

RECs

REC’s allow certified customers to
report their market-based Scope 2
emissions as zero*
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Community Decarb Fund

Funding for eligible community electrification projects
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of net proceeds from Meridian’s Certified product




We're committed to doing
good things with our energy
and helping you do good
things with yours.




NZSki - Mt.
Hutt Ski Fields

From electric delivery vans to solar-powered
swimming pools, see how this year's Community
Decarbonisation Fund recipients are putting their
funding to work in their communities.

NZSki - Mt. Hutt Ski Fields


https://vimeo.com/1188243263/4a1e9923ea?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci

Our Certified assets

Aotearoa generally has around 85% renewable energy circulating through the grid, but there’s no way of knowing if the
electricity you're using comes from renewable sources.




The electricity
generating
facilities we
have certified
for this process:
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Meridian Decarbonisation
fund

The Meridian Decarbonisation Fund consists of a business fund and a community
fund. The business fund empowers Certified customers who meet specific criteria to
use 50% of their REC charges to fund their own eligible electrification projects.
However, most of the funding goes into the community fund to support grassroots
community projects that reduce carbon emissions and provide a tangible positive
impact to the communities they serve.



Community
Decarbonisation Fund

We're taking our role in helping Aotearoa reach net-zero carbon emissions by 2050
seriously. We want to accelerate decarbonisation across the nation and help others
do the same. It isn't just about funding; it's about empowering. Prioritising
decarbonisation is hard for many community groups. While they'd love to invest
more in reducing carbon emissions, they need to prioritise their limited funding
towards the important work they do.

The Community Decarbonisation Fundis designed to help them on their
sustainability journey. Since 2022, more than 77 community projects have received
almost $4.73 million in funding. From installing solar panels and batteries, to
purchasing EVs and electrifying boilers, the fund helps communities reduce carbon
emissions and move toward a more sustainable future.

To be eligible for funding projects must:
- result in reduced greenhouse gas emissions;

- be an electrification project or lead to the creation of new
renewable generation;

- contribute directly to communities across Aotearoaq; or

- be one that either wouldn't have occurred without the funding or a project that
will occur sooner because of the funding.

Register your interest in the fund here.



https://www.meridianenergy.co.nz/community-support/decarbonisation
https://www.meridianenergy.co.nz/community-support/decarbonisation#form

Business Decarbonisation
Fund

The Meridian Decarbonisation Fund was set up primarily to fund community-based
decarbonisation projects through the Community Decarbonisation Fund. However,

we're also working with eligible business customers to support their decarbonisation
projects.

The Meridian Decarbonisation Fund consists of a business fund and a community
fund. The business fund empowers Certified customers who meet specific criteria to
use 50% of the charges they pay for their Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) to
fund their own eligible electrification projects.

For a business and its decarbonisation initiative to be eligible, it needs to meet the
following criteria:

- your Certified annual consumption must be more than 5 GWh per
production year;

- the project or initiative is technically feasible (for example, your roof must be
suitable for the installation of solar panels);

- the project or initiative will result in a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions in
Aotearoq; and

- Meridian considers that the project or initiative complies with policies on the
acceptance of RECs.






Helping our
environment
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https://vimeo.com/1187921549/45aa2ffbeb?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1188235592/a3a3a3d83b?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci







Meet the panel

The Community Decarbonisation Fund panel draws from
external experts, senior Meridian leaders, and specialists
from across the renewable energy and sustainability
sector. A new panel is appointed each year, chosen for
their commitment to reducing emissions, their support for
renewable energy, and the change they're already
powering in their own communities.

This year, for the first time, three Certified Renewable
Energy customers joined the panel. As well as bringing new
perspectives to the process, it gave them a direct say in
how the proceeds from their own Certified purchases

were allocated, connecting them more closely to the fund
their power purchasing helps sustain.

Danny Wilson

HEAD OF RETAIL STRATEGY & COMMERCIAL,
MERIDIAN ENERGY

Danny helps oversee Meridian's Community
Decarbonisation Fund as part of his wider role shaping
Meridian’s retail strategy and commercial activity. He
brings both governance experience and a practical
understanding of the steps that help homes and
businesses reduce emissions.

Shaun Goldsbury

CEO, BRAVETRACE

Born and raised in Te Tairawhiti, with Ngati Porou
and Te Aitanga a Hauiti heritage, Shaun brings both
energy market expertise and a strong interest in the
resilience of rural communities. His perspective is
shaped by the role renewable energy can play in
supporting communities facing isolation, disruption
and the impacts of extreme weather.



Meet the panel

Rotdany Harvey

PROPERTY AND PROCUREMENT MANAGER, SUSTAINABILITY
LEAD, VEHICLE TESTING NEW ZEALAND

Rotdany brings more than 15 years’ experience leading
property, project and sustainability initiatives across
large organisations. Her work includes practical
decarbonisation projects such as solar installations and
EV charging rollout across the VTNZ portfolio, giving
her a strong implementation lens on the panel.
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Natalie Dunn

HEAD OF GROUP STRATEGY AND SUSTAINABILITY,
THE CO-OPERATIVE BANK

Natalie’s experience spans strategy, transformation
and sustainability, including a key role in strengthening
practices such as B Corp and Toitu net carbon zero
certification. She is interested in how organisations can
balance purpose with long-term sustainability and
support practical decarbonisation across Aotearoa.

Josh Barclay

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT MANAGER, WHITEHAVEN WINES

Josh works on practical systems that support
environmental performance, compliance and long-
term resilience. With a background spanning
government, NGOs and industry, he offers a grounded
perspective on decarbonisation and the kinds of
projects that can deliver lasting value for communities.
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Renewable
energy pipeline

2026
2027
2028
2029
2030
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Thank you to all of our Certified
customers. Let's share what we've

achieved and invite others to walk the
path with us.

CERTIFIED
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https://www.meridianenergy.co.nz/business/sustainable-options/certified-renewable-energy



